Your name and address
September 10, 2004

Dear Honorable Representative  ,

I am writing to urge your support for an important letter written by Congressmen Christopher Cox of California and Barney Frank of Massachusetts to Chinese President Hu Jingtao concerning Dr. Yang Jianli, who has been detained in China for over two years. A copy of the letter is attached here with details regarding Dr. Yang’s imprisonment, the related violation of international law on the part of the Chinese government, and noting his eligibility for parole in the very near future.

As someone who has closely watched the concern of Dr. Yang’s family here in the United States throughout this very painful ordeal, I sincerely hope that you will contact the office of Congressman Cox or Congressman Frank to arrange adding your signature to this letter which represents a significant effort on the part of our government to advocate for Dr. Yang Jianli’s release.

Thank you very much for your attention to this important human rights issue and assistance in arriving at a resolution as soon as possible.

Yours truly,

Attachment:  The House Letter to Chinese President Hu Jintao 

President Hu Jintao

c/o Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

2300 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20008

 

Dear President Hu:

 

We write to share with you our ongoing interest in the case of Dr. Yang Jianli and to convey our strong hope that your government will respond favorably to a petition for his parole.  

 

As you know, many of us over the past two years have expressed concern about Dr. Yang’s treatment while in detention, which we believe was very harsh.  In particular, we objected to his detention in solitary confinement for more than a year without access to his family or a lawyer, or even to reading materials or exercise.  

 

We also expressed concern over the long delay in a verdict in the case, which caused a great deal of daily anguish to Yang Jianli’s wife and children, and to the rest of his family, especially his 93-year old father who is in very ill health.   

 

We were disappointed by the verdict in the case because we do not believe that it accurately reflects Dr. Yang’s intentions, motives or character.  And we were troubled by Yang Jianli’s sentence because we hoped your justice system would exhibit a humanitarian impulse that would permit Yang Jianli to be immediately reunited with his family.

We believe that the rule of law in any country is strongest if it can show some capacity for compassion and consider individual human circumstances.  

 

With this in mind, we hope that Yang Jianli’s parole will be granted when he becomes eligible later this year.  We believe a decision to grant Yang Jianli parole would not only show a commitment to justice within your country’s legal system, but it would also help strengthen the bilateral ties between our two countries.

 

 

# # # # 
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