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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	Contact:
	Linda Mancini
Director of Outreach
Initiatives for China Foundation
Phone: (617) 501-3724
E-Mail: manciniart@mac.com


Wednesday, May 14, 2008
GongMin “Citizen Power” Walk 

Entering New York City

Chinese Human Rights Activist Yang Jianli to Speak on Democracy and Tibet


What:       Rally in support of Human rights in China and Tibet 

Where:     42nd Street and 12th Avenue, New York City

When:      Saturday, May 17 at 1:00 PM             

 

Scheduled to walk into Manhattan on his 500-mile Citizen Walk from Boston to DC, recently released political prisoner and human-rights activist Yang Jianli will give a speech on the need for democracy in China. Yang Jianli will be welcomed to the city by New York City Council Member Tony Avella and the Chinese Community: dissidents, Falungong practitioners, Christians and the Tibetan Communities of NY and NJ.  Grace Wang, Chinese freshman at Duke University, and AIDS-in-China activist, Crystal Rose Gao will also speak at the event.

Yang Jianli advocates for democracy in China, and an end to the ongoing human rights abuses. For more information, please see http://www.initiativesforchina.org/


Initiatives for China is a non profit foundation dedicated to empowering the citizens of China by sowing the seeds of hope and giving voice to their struggles for a peaceful transition to democracy.
###
Photos available for this release:

Family joins Yang Jianli on his GongMin Walk

To view photos, go to www.enewsrelease.com/pressroom and enter Release ID: 147983

********************************************************
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, May 2008   " ....... I hope and pray that the leaders of China will realize that a nation's greatness can only come about when it starts treating its own people with dignity and respect.  I wish Dr. Yang Jianli all success in his present endeavor and hope the march will bring about greater awareness of the continuing plight of these people.  With my prayers and good wishes,  Dalai Lama 
********************************************************
Dr. Yang, March 2008,  "................ There is so much work to be done.  I am committed and will not rest until every Han Chinese, Tibetan, Uyghur, Mongolian, and other cultural minorities; every Christian, Buddhist, Muslim, and Falun Gong practitioner; and people of all faiths, will enjoy the liberty that is their God-given birthright.  It is a bitter irony that there is much truth in China’s Olympic slogan “One World, One Dream”, though not as the Chinese leaders intended.  For the one dream that is shared with human rights patriots all over this one world is for the liberty and freedom .......... "
********************************************************
Pema Tsewang Shastri, April 2008,  “Dr. Yang Jianli is not only a scholar, human rights activist, democracy advocate, and a courageous person, but also a very good and trusted friend of Tibetans for the last many years. So, first of all, I, on behalf of the Tibetan Association of Boston, would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to him for what he is and for what he has been doing tirelessly for many years. I am also here to sincerely support his "Initiatives for China" project and the planned walk from Boston to DC. ............. "
********************************************************
Our Mission at Initiatives for China: 
To empower the citizens of China by sowing the seeds of hope and giving voice to their struggles for a peaceful transition to a democratic China
********************************************************
