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	Dear Dr. Yang,
On behalf of the Uyghur American Association, I would like to offer you our utmost support and admiration for your "citizen power" walk from Boston to Washington. You are walking for millions of people living in the People's Republic of China who are not allowed to express themselves freely, and who surely would not be allowed to walk from Beijing to Shanghai on behalf of human rights, political freedom and religious freedom.

As you continue your walk to Washington, you will give great hope to those who are persecuted daily by the unjust actions of the Chinese government. Whether they are Han Chinese, Uyghurs, Tibetans, or Mongolians; AIDS activists, Falun Gong practitioners, Uyghur scholars, labor activists, or Buddhist monks- millions are suffering under the same regime. Inside China, these people's voices are crushed, and if they still dare to speak out, they are often imprisoned, as you know from your own experience. 

I personally spent almost six years in a Chinese prison for speaking up against the Chinese government's abuses in East Turkestan.  Two of my children sit in prison as right now, their only crime being their relationship to me.  But mine is just one of countless Uyghur families that are suffering under Chinese rule.  In the past six years, Amnesty International has documented that, under the PRC campaigns in East Turkestan, "tens of thousands of people are reported to have been detained for investigation in the region, and hundreds, possibly thousands, have been charged or sentenced under the Criminal Law."

Throughout East Turkistan, Tibet, and all of the People's Republic of China, people are being harassed, detained and imprisoned simply for expressing views that do not conform to the official line. This occurs in a country whose courts convict defendants at a rate of more than 99%. Until the rule of law is instituted in China, justice can never be implemented, and the citizens of the PRC will continue to be subjected to an unjust form of government.

We applaud you for your commitment to promoting liberty and justice in China, and in particular for lending your support to the movement for human rights in East Turkistan and Tibet. As you walk on behalf of everyone who suffers under tyranny in China, we stand with you. Together, we can continue to work toward a China with greater respect for human rights, peace and freedom. 
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